
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016  

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. 
Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the Minutes 
of the February 3, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on programs.  Girls’ volleyball begins March 15.  It is at capacity; 
usually have 85-90 girls and there are two sessions, 6-7 pm and 7-8:30 pm. It is very popular.  
There was some discussion about whether the program can be grown to another school (currently 
it is at Derynoski).  Youth Theater registration opened online February 23rd and was filled in 
only eight minutes.  There was a waiting list that day and Lisa Carroll who monitors the online 
registration added those on the list at that time and had to close it.  Both groups filled up, 
Footlights and Spotlights for the different age groups.  The Juniors group registration is March 
19 and Mr. Lapreay expects that to fill up as well.  If possible we may add a second session.  He 
will let the members know what plays will be performed this year. 
 
Playground camp registration will also be online.  Julia spent a lot of time setting it up.  
Registration opens on Saturday, April 2nd.  Last year it was filled in under an hour.  Each session 
can have 120 kids maximum.   
 
Music on the Green:  We have almost all the sponsors, just waiting on one.  We can now move 
forward with booking the bands.  Mr. Lapreay has another sponsor that wants to come on board. 
If we can do it, we will.  The stage will go into the Bank of America lot.  Mr. Lapreay is meeting 
with Jerry Limmer at the end of the week.  We will be able to work with the vendor tents.  The 
Italian Festival will be more impacted by the new regulations and the Apple Festival to some 
extent. 
 
Softball for men and women registration is open; deadline is March 25.  The season starts week 
of April 25. 
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Special Needs Summer Camp is a pilot program that Mr. Lapreay is working on.  He has been 
talking with a group of parents who reached out to us as well as the Board of Ed to start such a 
program.  He met with BOE staff; the program would be run through the Recreation Department.  
We found a director who is willing to step up.  She is a teacher who knows a lot of the kids.  Mr. 
Lapreay will meet with her and talk about staff, pricing and setup.  There is no money in the 
budget but we would seek donations from groups, grants and use registration fees to cover costs.  
This year the program would be for two weeks, July 11 and July 18, Monday through Thursday 
from 12 to 3.  Hopefully we would be able to use South End School.  There would be a limit of 
20-25 kids.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said a rough cost is $250 per person if we did 
not seek donations or grants to help out.  He plans to contact local schools and colleges for 
volunteers.  Commissioners were very happy with this idea; it is needed. 
 
Football field lighting project:  The contractor is tentatively ready to go starting the week of 
March 14.  There will be four poles on the outskirts of the playing field.  Safety precautions will 
be put in place if any trenches are left open at night for instance. 
 
Budget Update:  Mr. Lapreay attended a Board of Finance workshop to present his budget last 
week.  The Chairman was there also.  It went well.  They were extremely happy with the way the 
board came up with the subsidies.  Chairman added that Dave did a great job presenting the 
budget.  Two BOF members asked that their thanks be passed along to this board.  They were 
very happy with the work they did. 
 
Bobby Sprockets:  Mr. Lapreay brought up a tentative idea for a demo event at Crescent Lake.  
The company wants to come to Crescent Lake with a 40 ft. trailer to demo mountain bikes.  No 
charge.  People would go out on an hour ride on the trails and then bring the bikes back.  It is still 
up in the air at this point.  They have done this in other towns.  Mr. Lapreay wants to find out 
how many people it brings in.  It would be on a Saturday.  Commissioner Romano thought it 
would keep the trails in use and mountain bikes would do damage.  Mr. Lapreay will come back 
to the board with more information. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that there was an extensive amount of storm cleanup from wind damage, 
mostly at Crescent Lake and some at Jaycee Park.  We typically go up this time of year to clean 
up.  There were a couple of snow and ice events through February but it was not bad compared 
to past years.  The ice rink unfortunately probably had the worst season.  We will probably break 
it down in the next two weeks.   
 
Rec grove pines is an ongoing project every year.  We have been taking the red pines out as they 
die off.  Mr. Manware will probably talk to Supreme Forest on DePaolo Drive; they may get use 
out of it. Pruning status downtown is in very good shape.  There are a few to do on Riccio Way.  
Downtown Plantsville is done.  Mr. Manware had a complaint about an area on the trail where it 
is wearing away on the edge. We put some millings there.   
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In February the department accomplished quite a bit of equipment maintenance; it was needed.  
Brush cutting is coming towards the end.  He has one individual going to CPO (Certified Pool 
Operator) class in mid-March.  It is something we do for anyone working on the pools with 
chemicals.   
 
There are a couple of Eagle Scout projects coming up.  One is at Western and is not finalized as 
far as paperwork but it has been approved.  It is for a whiffle ball field within the T-ball field at 
Western.  We would just keep up with mowing.  The other one on the docket is trails at 
Novick’s.  A lot of people are aware of the trails but they are not marked properly.  Mr. Manware 
would like to get a program that is GPS so people are not confused.  In that area the landscape 
changes; there is a lot of property.  He will keep the board up to date. 
 
Commissioner Natelli asked how often the trail markers are updated as they are beginning to 
fade.  Mr. Lapreay said the Police Department handles the markers and they will be redone in the 
spring.  Another question had to do with whether or not shrubbery or something could be placed 
near the solar array at South End School.  A citizen had asked him about it.  Mr. Manware 
believes it is probably a requirement that we do not put anything there since they cut some trees 
on the other side, so they probably want it kept clear. 
 
Chairman asked about the status of the Memorial pool house project.  Mr. Manware said they 
poured some concrete last week.  He has a meeting tomorrow regarding the pool equipment.  
Timing wise it is moving along better than anticipated.  They are working whenever they can.  
As far as budget for the next phase, it is in the proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  Mr. 
Lapreay added that he received information that the completion of the pool building is scheduled 
to be June 17. 
 
Chairman said he received an email with pictures of cracking on the recently rehabbed tennis 
courts at Rec Park.  Mr. Manware also received some pictures.  It may be from the same person.  
Chairman will forward the email to Mr. Manware.  It is surface cracking and we have a warranty 
so it will be repaired. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Natelli.  Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. April Meeting.  There was discussion about changing the start time of the April 6th board 
meeting.  No one had any problem with it.  Motion made by Commissioner Natelli to change the 
start time for the Wednesday, April 6, meeting from 6:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Seconded by 
Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Since notice will be given more than 30 days in 
advance it will not be considered a special meeting. 
 
2. Request to Use the Showmobile.  Chairman Fasulo requested on behalf of the Italian Festival 
to use the band trailer for the last full weekend of July.  Motion made by Commissioner Romano, 
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seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to approve the use of the showmobile for the Italian Festival 
the weekend of July 29-31, 2016.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


